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PHI I. I. 27,28. 


Only let your Converſation be as becometh the Go- 
ſpel of Chriſt : That whether I come and ſee 
you, or elſe be abſent, I may hear of your Af- 
fairs, that ye ſtand faſt in one ſpirit, with one 
mind, ſtriving together for the Faith of the 
Goſpel. 

And in nothing. terrified by your Adverſaries: --- 


"HE great Care and Solicitude which 
T this holy and eminent Apoſtle doth here 
expreſs for thoſe. he had converted to the 
Chriſtian Faith, and were under his Charge, be- 
Ing at all Times fit to be. conſidered by Us who 
re God's Miniſters, and have the Care of. Souls ; 
have therefore now made choice of theſe words 
containing ſuch weighty Advice, to inſiſt upon, 
when we of the Clergy are in ſo ſolemn a man- 
ner met together by the Command of our Right 
Reverend Biſhop, who in Eminence of Order, 
dignity, and Superiority, is, by God's Proyi- 
lence, ſet over us. | 
And as there were among the Philippians when 
Paul wrote to them, many dangerous Ene- 
nies to the Chriſtian Faith, who were. indefati- 
gable 
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gable for its Ruin and Subverſion; ſo have we for 
now many ſuch, who with great Application la A8 
bour to undermine the very Fundamentals of it, tim 
and in moſt important Articles have corrupted layi 
it. So that what was then of ſo ſenſible a Con. 
cern to the Apoſtle, ought to be (equally fo to 
us now, to whom the word of Truth and Recon. ma 
liation in and through Chrift Jeſus is connnittei i mo 

St. Paul; w hen he wrote this Epiſtle was in Bond 
for the Goſpel : Vet in this juncture, ſo difficul bect 
and hazardous, both to himſelf and them allo wei 
who were in ſuch danger of being ſeduced, hell that 
could not but inculcate what he had ſaid for t and 
confirming them in the Truth of their Religion cc 


and do what in him lay, ſo to prepare them fo thel 
the Sufferings to which they were expoſed, th we 
in the Day of Trial and Temptation, they migh rel 
be proof againſt all the Wiles and Deſigns of the e 
Enemies. For he declares, that it was only "a 
in 


theirs and the Goſpel's ſake, in order to their be 
ter Settlement, and with hopes to ſee them again um. 
that he deſired to live, and ſuch a Degree Wet 
Chriſtian Love doth he expreſs for them, that al ral. 
he wiſhed for, to compleat his Joy, was th Adv 
they might be ſtedfaft in the Faith, and his L nified 
bours among them might not be in vain; an 
not knowing how things might fall out, eiche 

fo 
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de bor the obtaining his Liberty, or his ſeeing them 
la. again, as he hop d and deſign d, he in the mean 
fit. time ſends them this moſt excellent Advice, 
ted ſaying, as in the words of my Text: 

nM Only, &c. 


oo Which is as much as if he had faid--.--The - 


due main and principal Thing I require of you, as 
wr moſt 1 ** of greateſt Ex- 
ond cellency, is, chat ye lead Holy Lives, ſuch as 
cu become the Dignity of the Goſpel, and are an- 
ſwerable to your Holy Calling and Profeſſion , 
that whether I be preſent or abſent, at all Times, 
and upon all Occaſions, I may have a comfortable 
Account of your Affairs, and hear that ye do 
theſe things which are ſo neceſlary for the Sup- 
5 and Preſervation of the Church. Which 


me mind; thut is, that being firmly perſwaded of 
the Truth of what ye profeſs, ye have the ſame 


lind Affections one for another, and be very una- 


of together for the Faith of the Goſpel, being very 

© zcalous and induftrious for the Propagation and 
Advancement of it, and that being in nothing ter- 
rified by your Adverſaries, ye be ſtout and couragi- 
. an] ous in its Defence, not being dejected or dil- 


eit may ed by all the Threats or Perſecutions, 
0 which. 


rther are, That ye ſtand faſt in one ſpirit, with 


nimous in the Profeſſion of it, and that ſtriving 
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which upon that Account ye may ſuffer or 
undergo. 

And do we but conſider thele things, and give 
chem their due weight, we cannot bur think that 
this was moſt uſeful Advice; and that the means 
preſcribed muſt very much contribute to obtain 
the End propoſed. 

Therefore in ſpeaking to theſe words, I ſhall 
preſs the things contain'd in them upon our Ob 
lervance, as of great Uſe, and what will tend to 
the Support and Maintenance of that Faith which 
is ſo perfectly taught in our own Church, whereof 
we have all the Honour and Happineſs to be Mi. 
niſters and Members; and in the proſecution of 
my Diſcourſe on them, I ſhall do theſe four 
Things, and ſhew ( in order to ſuch an excellent 
End ) 

1. The Neceſſity of an holy Converſation, 
and ſuch a Courſe of Eife as becomes the Dig. 
nity of the Goſpel, © 

2. Of a ſincere Love, Concord and Union 
among thoſe who profeſs the ſame Faith, and are 
Members of the ſame Church. 

3. Of Zeal and Induſtry in the Defence and 
Propagation of the true Faich, And, 

4. Of Courage and Reſolution againſt all che 
Enemies and Oppoſers of it. , 
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r All which when I have ſomewhat illuſtrared 
and confirmed, {hail I ſumm up with ſome uſe- 
ve ¶ ul Application ſuitable for our ſelves, and the pre- 
gat ent Occaſion. 
ins As to the firſt of theſe, Holineſs, or ſuch a 
zin Converſation as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt , 
t is a neceſſary and important Duty, incum- 
all bent on all Chriſtians ; and that wherein the very 
b. Le and Eſſence of all Religion does conſiſt; 
to ind therefore was it, that Chriſtians were by ſpe. 
ich {cial Deſignation to become a peculiar People, and 
cof bor this End were ſeparated from the reſt of the 
i. NVorld, that they might be zealons of good works, 
of Mfriving by their Fervency and Diligence to a- 
our {Worn the Doctrine of the Goſpel, and their holy 
ent roſeſſion; and as it always was, ſo is it ſtill rec- 
koned to the Honour of thoſe who are Mem- 
on, bers of any Society, to live up to the Rules and 


ig Orders of it; and when any who profeſs to be- 
lere the Goſpel, do frame their Converſations 
ion {cording to the Laws and Inſtitutions of it, both 


n reference to God and Man, they mult be ſaid 
o be holy, and to live as becomes the Dignity 
« it; for by our Conformity to the Divine Will 
therein revealed, all Sanctity and Goodneſs be- 
ng to be meaſured ; great reaſon is there, that 
il the profeſſors of Religion ſhould have great 

B regard 
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Rom. 2. 4. who ſaith, that from the licentionſneſs of the Jer 


Neh. 8. 5. Ougbt ye not, ſaith he, to walk in the Fear of 0! 


Tir. 2, 3. not blaſphemed,” doth St. Paul exhort, that their | 
hav 


havi 
Acc 
Con) 
that 
aver. 
behol 
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doth 


regard to the Decency and Congruity of thei 
Actions, and conſider how agreeable they an 
to that which they propoſe as their Rule ang 
End: For ſo is it through Men's unreaſonably 
Prejudices, and their being hardened by thei 
corrupt Luſts againſt the ways of God; that the 
do and will judge of the Goodneſs or Badneſ; e 
Religion from the Lives of its Profeflors : Ther: 
fore all habitual Wickedneſſes, or ſcandalous 0 
fences in Chriſtians do great milchief, as the 
cauſe great prejudices againſt true Religion ; ; 
they rob God of his Honour; and expoſe h 
whole Church to ſhame and reproach, And th 
it always was as it now is, is plain from St. Pu 


who pretended to be dear to God, his Name M 
blaſphemed among the Gentiles, And this doubt (brift 
was an aggravation of David's Sin in the matter. 
Uriah, that he gave occaſion to the Enemies of 6 
to blaſpheme, or the way of truth to be evillp 
ken of: And from this Topick had Neæhemis 
Argument great force to perſwade the Jem 
true Religion in the power and practice of 


becauſe of the reproach of the Heathen our Enenit 
And for this very Reaſon that the Word of Gu 
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viour be as becometh holineſs ; and upon the ſame 
Account is it, that St. Peter tells them, that their iPer.2.12. 

(overſation ought to be honeſt among the Gentiles ; 
bat whereas they are apt to ſpeak againſt them as evil. 
bers, they might by their good Works which they ſhould 
behold, be brought to glorifie God in the Day of Viſt- 
tation; and the Honour and Credit of the Goſpel 
doth Sr, Paul ule as a grand Motive to call them 


the Vocation to which you are called, and in the 
ch Chapter, v. 8, walk as Children of the Light, 
end as becometh Saints, v. 3. which is correſpon- 
dent to this his Admanition in the Text, Thar 
ur Converſation be as becometh the Dignity of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt : So that this, That they would walk 
Worthy of the Lord, and as becomes the Goſpel of 
Griſt, was the firſt and principal thing he requi- 
rd of them; and unleſs chere was in them ſuch 
a inward Principle of Goodnels, and a ſuitable 
pactice in their Lives, they neither could, nor 
would anſwer his Deſires, or Expectations from 
them, or do thole other things, which he here 
propounds for the preſervation of the Church he 
ud planted among them: Another of which; 
That they ſhould ſtand faſt in one ſpirit, with one 
mind, is compriſed in my ſecond particular, that 
„bete be ſincere Love, Concord, and Union a- 
"NN mong 


to Holineſs; I beſeech you, ſaith he, walk worthy Eh. 4. 1. 
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mong thoſe who profeſs che lame Faith, and are ſta 
Members of the ſame Church. cle 
And this is indeed, as we muſt all own, an Cl 
admirable means for the welfare of any Church in 
or Society whatever; and what St. Paul in his 410! 
great Wiſdom does lay ſo great a ſtreſs upon, ; Ar 
agreeable to all Men's obſervation ; that there h or 
nothing like Love and Amity, Unity and Con. nin 

cord for accompliſhing the Ends and Defigns of this 
Religion; and it is not only, as David ſaith, 4% abl 

Pi. 33-1. good and pleaſant thing for brethren to live together i den 
Unity, but it is alſo every way for their Advan- ties. 

rage and Security. For if there once be Divili 

ons, and a Breach made upon Peace or Order, 

then will that Union which ſhould be kept firm 

and inviolable be ſoon diſſolved; for no more 

can a Church, than a. Kingdom or Houſe divided a 

mong themſelves ſtand. And obvious enough is it 

to every Man that is converſant in Hiſtory, that 

many Empires and States, which have been o. 
therwiſe ſeemingly invincible, have through in- 
teſtine Quarrels and Diviſions, been brought in 

tirely to Ruine; and moſt true is this, of the great 

and once flouriſhing Roman Empire, that it ne 

ver ſuffered ſo much from the moſt tormidadl: 

force of all its Enemies, as it did from their ci 

vil Broils and Diſſentions. And coo many In 

{tance 
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Rances of this kind are there upon Record in Ec. 
clefiaſtical Story, which ſhe the fatal Miſchief of 
Church Diviſions; and that the Breaches made 
in them could never be repair'd, nor their Divi- 
ſions ended but with the Ruine of the Churches. 
And ſo mu? it be in all Societies, whether Civil 
or Religious, that where there is Diſcord and A- 
nimoſity, there will quickly be Deſtruction; and 
this from the Nature of the thing is even unavoid- 
able; for when once mutual Love and Confi- 
dence is broken, when Men are fallen into Par- 
ties, and into a State of Wrath and Enmity, then 
are their true and common Intereſts neglected, 
and they cannot enter upon any Meaſures or 
Counſels, which are either for their Honour or 
Safety: For being under the Conduct of their 
paſſions; at1d thole, from their Strikes and Emu— 
ations in a great Ferment, there is Confuſion 
md every evil Work. And nothing is there that 
can be ſo fatal to the Intereſts of any Church, or 
of true Religion, as ſuch Unchriſtian Diffe. 
rences and Diſſentions; for then is entirely loſt, 
all Senſe of the Evil of Schiſm and Separation; 
and neither the Unity of that Body whereot they 
are Members, nor of that Spiric by which they 
are governed, nor of that hope to which they are 


called, nor of that God whom they all worſhip | 
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and ſerve, nor of that Faith they profeſs, nor 
of that Baptiſm by which they are initiated into I n 
the Privileges or Advantages of it, will be of any NN 
force, to make them maintain that Peace and us 
Order, that Love and Charity, which are the 28 
diſtinguiſhing Marks of true Religion. So that I In 
inſtead of being a mutual Relief and Succour, a li: 
Defence and Security to one another, they be. Pa 
come an eaſie Prey unto their Enemies, who will 
always rejoice in their Weaknels and Follies, and I an- 
be ſure to make their advantages of them. And the I the 
Exil and Folly of thoſe and ſuch like Contentions I ligt 
as were among the Galatians, as moſt dangerous to ¶ try, 
them doth St. Paul repreſent, w hen he ſaith, if ye bite ren 
Gal. 5. a8. and devour one another, take heed, that ye be not con. join 
ſumed one of another. And ſeldom or never doth W cou 
it fall out, but that one is the Conſequence of the ¶ cou 
other: For if there be Quarrels and Hatreds, and W time 
Men run into Sects and Factions they are com. havi 
monly managed with ſuch Fury and Animoſity W who 
as is to the Ruin of them all. So that as Ma plac 
value their Happineſs and Welfare, they fhouid, WW fr 
when incorporated into one and the ſame 50. ans, 
ciety, do all they can, that Peace and Love, miſc 
Charity and Good-will, and ſuch an Union be 
preſerved among them, as Religion upon the 
higheſt Sanctions obliges them to; alway te. 
mem 


d ore 


alle 
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Ir membring, that Agreement and Unanimity are 
to not only their Glory and Ornament, but the beſt 
Means of their Safety and Preſervation, and on 
id us, thus united in one Heart, and with one Mind, pt 
he Nas Members of the ſame Church, and under the | 4 
dat © Influence of the ſame common Government, is 
2 O it a Duty incumbent to ſtrive together for the 
de. Faith of the Goſpel , which is the 

vill Third thing here propoſed; That there be Zeal 
nd WF and Induſtry in the Defence and Propagation of 
the che true Faith. Ever ſince the beginning of our Re- 
ons WF ligion, and its firſt appearance in the World the 
sto WF true Faith has had many Enemies, who in diffe- 
bite I rent ways and manners have oppoſed it; and by 
con. joint Endeavours, though upon different Ac- 
loth counts, did both the Jews and Gentiles what they 
the Ml could to extinguiſh and root it out; and at no 
and I time or age ſince has it fared much better: There 
om. having alway been wicked and deſigning Men, 
lity vho upon one pretence or other, have been im- 
Men placable Adverlaries to it; and very early in the 
ud, M firſt and pureſt Times, were there ſuch Chriſti- 
So. ans, who by corrupting its Purity, did it more 
oe, miſchief than its greateſt Enemies could have done. 
n bY In the Times of the Apoſtles themſelves was there 
1 the] 2 great Apoſtacy carried on by falſe Prophets and 
y MY falſe Chriſts, but molt eſpecially among the Jews : 


nem To 


— 
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To ſtop the progreſs of which, Was St. Paul 8 


principal Defign in writing his Epiſtle to the He. Li 
brews , and that there were deceitful Workers, 0. 
who carried on this Work in hy pocriſie, eſteem. * 
ing Gain Godlineſs, doth this Apoſtle often tel * 
us, as (2 Cor. 2. 1.) he calls them corryp. by 
ters of the word, and Titus 1. 15. ſuch Men whoſe ( 
Conſciences are defiled : With ſuch and mzany others 4 
of this kind was the Church infeſted in thoſe pute 1's 
and primitive Times. And ſo long did St. John 5 
the Apoſtle and Evangeliſt live, as to ſee the fun as 
damental Article of our Saviour's Divinity, to be a 
by ſome bold Hereticks denied; the proof o“. 
which, with the Confutation of them, tis plain % 
he had in his view, when he wrote his Goſpel; I. l 
and this, one would think, he had lo effectually up | 


done in the very beginning of it, that no one ever 
after ſhould have reviv'd that execrable Hereſie 
But yet tothe Grief and Scandal of all true Chri 
ſtians we have ſeen it done in more ancient Days 
by the Photinians, and by the Sociulans in outs 
who by ſtrained, forced, and unnatural Senſes d 


the ſacred Scriptures, have corrupted that Fait 
which is ſo plainly taught in them. And ut 
muſt be all of us ſenſible, what injury they, b 
their falſe and pernicious Gloſſes, have done to ouſ 


common Chriſtianity, inaſmuch as the greatel 
| LiberÞ*" 


— 
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1 Libertines, and thoſe of no Principles or Religi- 
J ons have appeared very zealous Advocates for So. 
3 cianiſm; and the Truth of it is, we cannot but 
tel ſay, they have their Ends and Accounts in it. 
For were the Doctrines of the Trinity, the In. 
* carnation and Satisfaction of Chriſt, as they are 
* aught in the Holy Scriptures, and have been be- 
"© eved by the Orthodox in all Ages, but once 
15 exploded as falſe and abſurd, then is there an End 
* of all, eſpecially revealed Religion; and things 
© bl juſt as ſuch Atheiſts, Deiſts, and Infidels would 
a Ok them. 
plain So that this being, without any aggravation 


ofthe matter (as we all know) our preſent un- 
lappy Caſe, and the State of Religion among 
Is, how needful is it that we earneſtly contend 
or the whole Faith as it was once delivered to 
Wit Saints, and be very active and induſtrious for 
ie Defence and Propagation of it? And there 
oughe we to take our Aim, and exert out utmoſt 
Endeavours, where all the Enemies of Religi- 
on and Chriſtianity do unite, and without a 
ore than ordinary Application, how can we 
er think to defend our ſelves againſt thoſe Ene- 
mies, who by falling in with Men's corrupt Luſts, 
lo make themſelves ſure even of great Succels a- 


Liber jainſt us? So chat all we can do is abſolutely 
| O necel- 
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neceſſary, and we cannot bur think our ſelye 
concern i both to underſtand and vindicate thi 
Reaſons of our Faith, and to anſwer all tho? 
Objections, which by Deiſts, Hereticks, or Ink 
dels can be made againſt it. This is our prope 
Work and Buſineſs, and all fit Seaſons and Oy 
portunities ſhould we wiſely make uſe of to un 
deceive the miſtaken and erroneous. 

And it being not only Endeavour, but th 
joint Endeavours of all Chriſtians, which the A 
poſtle here recommends ; we are obliged to ſtriy 
together for the Faith of the Goſpel, as our com 
mon Caule and Intereſt; and which ought to b 
heartily eſpouſed by all that love and profels inf 
And will we but add Zeal to our Endeavour 
there will be doubtleſs moſt vigorous Efforts i 
ſo good and laudable a Work, And why fhoul 
not we, who are poſſeſſed of the Truth, (hewaf 
much Zeal for the Defence of it, as its Enemit 
do for their groſs Errours, and molt danger 
Miſtakes ? It is very evident, and mult be oblefl 
ved by us all, that with great Boldneſs and Aſſ 
ming, and with no leſs Scorn and Contemp 
they have attacked the Chriſtian Faith in one « 
the moſt important Articles of it; which high! 
derogates from the Honour and Dignity offf 


our Saviour: And as it takes away the Sact ik 


fic 
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fre of his moſt meritorious Death for the Expia- 
tion of our Sins, renders our Hopes of Salyati- 
on, not only uncertain and precarious, but vain 
nd groundleſs. 

This therefore ſhould animate on Zeal, and 
quicken our Diligence in countermining the De- 
zus of ſuch ſubtle and dangerous Adverſaries. 
for be it fo, that we have the plaineſt Truth, 
id the belt Cauſe in the World: Vet if we do 
ot make it appear by proper Proots and Evi. 
fence ; if we do not by being inſtant in ſeaſon, 
nd out of ſeaſon, and laying hold on all op- 
ortunities, aſſert and maitain it, we muſt be ſaid 
obe wantiug to our ſelves, and to that Faith for 
hich we are to ſtrive together not being terrifi. 
by our Adverſaries. Which brings me to my 
Fourth and laſt Head of Diſcourſe, which is, 
lat there be Courage and Reſolution againſt all 
Enemies and Oppolers of it. 

Courage to do our Duties, or a religious For. 
de, is a moſt needful Qualification of a good 
uldier and Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, For never 
as there any greater Oppoſition againſt any 
non or Thing, that appeared in the World, 
un there was againſt hin and his Holy Religion. 
it diſannulled the temporary Rites of the Mo. 
ick Law, and was ſo contrary to the Religion of 
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the Idolatrous Gentiles in whom the Government up 
of the World then was, it was ſure to meet with an 
(as it did) from both, the greateſt Oppoſition, 
yet through God's Bleſſing on the Courage and 
Reſolution of the Profeſſors of it, weak and de. 
ſenſleſs as they were, did it prevail; and ſo wil 
it be ſtill, be there but the ſame religious Fort ce! 
rude in the Conduct and Management of its tu K. 
Intereſts, But that this Virtue may have its full rl 
force upon us, it is neceſſary that we ſerve Go] *% 
in the Integrity of our Hearts ; and that the Wor 

of Religion be in truth and ſincerity our buſ Ti 
neſs. And when this is, we ſhall be brave an be 
magnanimous in the Defence and Services of i 
we ſhall meet, and even deſpiſe all the Dang n 


that the doing our Duties, can expoſe us to lac 
and to this vertuous and heroick Reſolution (vir 
we keep innocence) ought we to raiſe our Mind Pe 
and be above all the Terrours of our Adyer[ ©" 
ries. an 
Work enough are we ſure to have; inaſmudg} 2+ 
as to oppoſe Vice vigorouſly, and to countermii ei 
all the Depths and Devices of Satan (who is a der 
way doing us great miſchief) will require all i the 
Powers that we have; nay-more, that all © 
Truſt and Confidence be in God. And if e Pol 
me 


we can promiſe our ſelves his Bleſſing; it will t 


Upe 
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upon ſuch pious and wiſe Deſigns ; ſuch honeſt 
and hearty Endeavours; and to encourage us to 
be well reſolved againſt the Oppoſition of all 
our. Enemies, we have a Faith and Religion 
that will bear theTeſt of all that Vice or Infidelity 
can ſay againſt it. We have the greateſt Evi- 
dence of Truth imaginable ; and are ſure that 
it came from God; and through him has it 
triumphed over many great Powers combin d 
together for its Subverſion. 

So that are we but firmly perſuaded of the 


Truth of it in our Minds, and our Lives, as 


becomes the Dignity of the Goſpel; if there be 
among our ſelves but ſincere Love and Concord, 
and a firm Union; and have we but Zeal and 
laduſtry for its 3 and are Reſolute 
and Couragious againſt all the Enemies and Op- 
poſers of it: What may we not hope? Or what 
can we have to fear ? When this is the Frame 
and Diſpoſition of our Minds; and true Religion 
in its Power and Efficacy doth poſſeſs and go- 


vern our Souls; and when we are in this man- 


ner ſtrong, how will God more and more Streng- 
then and Aſſiſt us 

Thus have I diſpatched, what at firſt I pro- 
poſed to inſiſt upon; and have enforced thoſe 


means which the Apoſtle in my Text preſcribes | 


for 
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for the Support and Preſervation of any Church 
proſeſſing true Religion. Which having fo brought 
to your Remembrance; I come in the laſt place 
to make ſome Application of them as is Suitable 
to our ſelves, and the preſent Occaſion. 

It is, 1 well know, my Reverend Brethren, 
a great and ſolemn Service, to which I am this 


day called; being to ſpeak before ſo learned and 


venerable an Aſſembly: But the things I have 


offered to your Conſideration, are of ſuch uſe, 


and ſo much concern us, as the Miniſters of Re. 


ligion, and of a Church teaching it in Truth and 


Purity; that whilſt I apply them, I promiſe my 


ſelf not only your Candour, but your Concur: 
rence with me. 


We are all of us ſenſible, and muſt own, that 


| what is at all times the duty of all Chriſtians, is 


not leſs 
Servants, and ought in all Piety and Goodnels | 


ours, who are God's more immediate 


to be exemplary. 

And as to the firſt of theſe things I have in- 
ſiſted upon; Holineſs, or ſuch a Converſation as 
becomes the Dignity of the Goſpel; it is what by 
many indiſpenſible Ties we are obliged unto ; 


in as much as what is the End and Deſign of 


Religion in all the Proſeſſors of it, ought to have 
its more perfect work on us. Ours is, as all 
| 0 know, 
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know, a moſt ſacred Function: And of great 
Conſequence, therefore is ir, that we endeavour 
ble o live up to the dignity of it: For however mean 
and deſpicable, the Prophane and Wicked may 
eſteem it; yet is it altogether without cauſe : For 
his © ince it is univerſally acknowledged, that great- 
ng © veſs of Employment doth dignifie Men, and that 
they are eſtimated according to the Nature and 
Excellency of their Offices ; ſurely ours for its 


ng I of reſpect and eſteem. Highly was it accounted 
ny of both among the Jews and Heathens, at all 
Times, and in all Places of the World; And as 
ts Services do relate tothe moſt high God; and 


* the Soul is by far more noble and excellent than 


the Body; and the Rewards and Enjoyments of 
kternity, are upon all accounts infinitely prefe- 


ate 
of, {WI =ble to any we have here; it cannot in reaſon 
be ſuppoſed that that Profeſſion which is em- 
floyd about things of ſuch: everlaſting Conſe. 


quence, can be inferiour to any whatever, But 
then the more eminent it is, and the more it ex- 
cells any other; the greater Obligation is there on 
us, by a Suitable and becoming Behaviour to 
adorn it; and if to this, in order to the doi 

good, all in Magiſtracy, in publick Offices and 
Employments are ſtrictly obliged ; then more 


| eſpecially 


8 


Re. vor ſake, may put in its claim for ſome kind :Thef.rz; 
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eſpecially on us, to whom the Direction and 
Truſt of holy things is committed, is this a ne. 
ceſſary part of duty: For as under the Law it 
was required of them that miniſtered about holy 
things that they. ſhould be holy, and by their 
dedication were [ook'd upon as ** God ſaying 
ler. io. z. expreſsly when he ſpeaks of the Prieſts, That he 
will be Sanctified of all them that draw near hin, 
and hefore all the People will be glorified: So is it 
now alſo required under the Evangelical Diſpen. 
ſation, that all ſuch who are conſecrated to He. 
ly Offices, ſhould be both inwardly and out 
wardly holy: and that ſuch Holineſs, or Purity of 
Heart and Life is an indiſpenſable Qualification 


for us who are employed in the Miniſtry of the 


 Golpel, is plain from the Epiſtles of S. Paul wif 


Timothy and Titus. Where we have a full ac 
count of all the Duties belonging to our ſacred 
rim aß. Function; how we ſhould behave our ſelves in th 
Houſe of God: among which this is eſpecially en 
joyned; that ſuch who have that Charge upo 
them, ſhould be exemplary in Word, in Converſation 
in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, and in Purity. And 
when there is a true Love of God in our Hears 


and an awful Senſe of him on our Minds, theref 


will be ſuch a Zeal in us for his Honour and 


Service, as will (through his aſſiſtance) carry us 


UN 


| at Stevenage, Auguſt 6. 1703. 


21 


— up to that Goodneſs and Sanctity, which is 

ad required of us; and make us do thole things 
ne. ¶ which are for the Credit and Reputation of the 

' © Doctrines we profeſs to believe and teach: And 

oh Nas is upon all Accounts needful for us now to 
zer have a principal Regard to, conſidering the pre- \ 
ing ent State of our Affairs, and how it is with us. 

*. For though we have a Religion agreeable to 

im, 


" Wscripture, and Antiquity, beyond any whatever; 
tand our Church be in its Faith and Doctrine 
Apoſtolical, in its Government and Orders Pri- 
"Wnitive, in its Rites and Ceremonies comely and 
&ecent, in its Liturgy and Publick Offices of Wor- 
ſhip grave and pious, and in all Reſpects fitted 
o make Men good and happy both in this Life, 
d that which is to come: Vet how is this Ex- 
ellent Primitive and Apoſtolical Church envied 
nd reproached | How is it ſcorned, contemned, 
and cenſured as Unchriſtian! And how, alas 
Vith Grief do I ſpeak it, are Men divided from 
as if they had no ſenſe what Chriſtian Com- 
union is, or what was the Evil of Schiſm and 
Weparacion. 
Though free as it is both from Superſticion 
d Enthuſiaſm, and in which pure and undefi- 
d Religion is ſo perfectly taught: Vet what 
D | Out. 
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r and 
rry u 
UN 


1 — — 


22 


An e de 


— 


gone out 2 us. As for thoſe of the Church 


Out. cries and Clamours have its Enemies moſt 1 
cauſleſly raiſed againſt it! And though why, or 
wherefore, we cannot ſay; yet is this our preſent | 
unhappy Caſe, and fuch an evil Spirit is there the 


of Rome, lo depraved and corrupted are the |, 
both in Faith and Worſhip ; that there's no Hope 
no Poſſibility of Peace or Reconciliation wi 
them. But as for our Proteſtant Brethren, whe 
agree with us in matters of Faith, and the Belt 
of all things neceſſary to Salvation; from the 
we might have hoped, we might have expedte 
other and better things: But ſince from them all 
we have had ſuch Hatred and Scorn; and or 
Church ſo much envied by the Romaniſts, ani 
admired by the Reformation abroad, has had 
much Contempt poured in upon it: Let us v 
are the Miniſters thereof, take a moſt eſpeci 
Care that we be not blamed for theſe thing 
arid that ic does not ſuffer ſhame ot reproache 
our Accounts ; either by ot Lives. or Conveii 
tions, as to moral or religious Duties; or throut 
our ,Carcleſnels and negligent performing off 
Offices and Miniſtrations: Let us fo deme: 
our ſel ves that it may never be ſaid of any of 
as of the Sons of Eh, that chey did by their! 
| Þictk 
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pieties, or ſcandalous Behaviour, render them. 
{elves vile before all the Aſſembly, and cauſed 
them to abhor the Offerings of the Lord. No! 
Neither this, nor any thing like it, ſo much to 
the Diſhonour of God, will ever, I truſt, be laid 
to the Charge of the Miniſters of our Church; 
where, without the Imputation of being either 
vain or partial; I hope, I may truly lay, that 
there is as learned and' pious a Clergy, and in 
the midſt of a profane and degenerate Age, as 
many burning and ſhining Lights, and as great 
Examples of all that is laudable and praile-worthy 
any Church ever had; who having inclinati- 
ons to things truly noble and good, do make 
God's Glory and Service their aim and end; and 
are as much above the Impotencies of humane 
Nature, as in this frail and imperfect State can 
be expected. But here again have we juſt mat. 
ter of complaint; chat though we are but Men, 
ind are ſubject to the lame Frailties and Palions 
with all others, yet we have not the ſame can- 
did Allowances far our Weakneſſes and Imper- 
ſections: Men being in their Cenſures ſo udhuft 
and ſe vere, as oftentimes, unduly to aggrayate 
the ſmalleſt, Defects and Miſcarriages, not only 
to the Blame of thoſe that are faulty, but, which 

D 2 ä * 
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is ſtill more rigorous, to the Imputation ot our 
whole Church and Order; not conſidering that 
there was a Judas among the Twelve Apoſtle: | 
and even in their days falſe Apoſtles, and fall 
Teachers. 

But however unreaſonable, Men through pte. 
judice and diſaffection, either to us or Religi. 
on, may be, whatever they-may ſay or think: 
Let it be our Care to deſerve better ; and that 
we never be a Reproach to our Church or Fun. 
ction; nor juſtly a Scorn or Deriſion even to 
thoſe, who have evil Will at us. 

Bur, ſecondly, further, not only as an Emi. 
nent Part of Religion, but allo as what the Wel. 
fare and Intereſt of our Church requires of u, 
let there be ſincere Love and Union among us; 
and let us alway be at peace within our ſelves: 
For if we of the Clergy ſhould be ſo unreaſonably, 
and beyond meaſure tranſported, as to quarrel, 
deſame and aſperſe one another; what a ble 
miſh, and miſchief would this be to all Religion 
and how in our particular Intereſts muſt we all 
ſuffer by it! how would this ſhew moſt ungo 
verned Paſſions! and that God's Glory and the 
Good of his Church was not, and could not be 

our Principal Aim! in as much as in ſuch kind 


0 
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of ways there is a peculiar Turpitude and De- 
formicy | What an Obſtruction and Hindrance 


J would this be, to the Great and Noble Deſigns 


of Religion | for Men fer apart for the Miniſters 
of it, for Men of one and the ſame Profeſſion, 
and linked together in one common Cauſe and 
Intereſt, to be maligning one anothers Gifts and 
Endowments | how greatly unbecoming the Dig- 
nity of the Goſpel would ic be, for thoſe who 
miniſter about holy things, either by virulent 
Invectives, or by Detraction and Slander, to be 
blaſting one anothers Credit and Reputation! 
No, this would be highly unworthy and misbe- 
coming: This would be ſtrangely to forget our 
ſelves; and greatly to diſſerve our common In- 
tereſts, and that of God and his Church; and 
would give a juſt occaſion to our Enemies to de- 
ſpiſe us all; and not only ſo, but Religion alſo, 
ſor our ſakes; when they ſaw, that inſtead of 
the contrary Qualities ſo conducing to the Ho. 
nour and Service of our Church, we deſpiſed, 
leſſened, and vilified one another. This, as it is 
2painſt the Genius of Religion, ſo muſt I needs 
ſay, would diſcover a ſtrange littleneſs of Mind, 
and a moſt undue Eſtimate of things ; far be- 
low the Character impreſſed upon us, for 2 

who 
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who are ſo nearly allied, and concerned in the 
ſame common Deſigns of doing good, to en. 
vy one anothers Acquiſitions ; be they of For. 
rune, Learning, Knowledge, Repuration, or any 
the moſt becoming Chriſtian Graces and Ver. 
tues. | K 

This is contrary to that Wiſdom which is from 
above; and to that love, which is the Bond and 
Tye of all Chriſtian Communion, and is an E. 
minent Branch of the Divine Life and Nature, 
Of this therefore let us all beware, for by all the 
odious Names, and Characters, we fix upon one 
another, we do ( whatever we may think when 
our Paſſions are up) not only blemiſh and leſſen 
our ſelves, but do the greateſt miſchief imagina- 
ble to our ſacred Profeſſion; and give ſuch ad. 
vantage to our Enemies, that not only they, who 
are ſuch ro our Church and Religion, but the 


profane and debauched Scoffers at all will even | 


triumph at it. 

But thirdly, and laſtly, when there is Love 
and Amity, Concord and Union among out 
ſelves; when we are of one Heart, and one 
Mind, and of the ſame kind Affections to one 
another; then will there be moſt probably, not 
only endeavour but joint-Endeavours in us for 

| the 
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the the Service of God and Religion; and then 
en. will thoſe ſpiritual Gifts he has given us, be fo 
For. I ſtirr'd up, as to make us active and induſtrious 
a FF for the Advancement of Divine Truth, reſolute 
Ver. and couragious againſt all the Enemies and Op- 

oſers of it. . . 
on And had it not been alway fo from the be- 
and pinning, we might well wonder, that a Religi- 
n E. | | 

on ſo truly Evangelical, ſo perfective of our 
ure. Natures, and ſo conducive to our preſent and 
future Happineſs, as that we profels, is, and a 
one Church fo ſtrictly enjoining the indiſpenſable Ne. 
hen ceſſty of an Holy Life in order to Salvation, 
35 ours does, ſhould have ſo many and ſuch ir- 
n. reconcilable Enemies; but it being undeniably - 


2 — 


0 b, and an Evil that Satan has railed up againſt 
7 us, the more incumbent it is on us to oppoſe 
lle 


Vice ſtrenuouſſy; to maintain Truth, Peace, 
en and Order; to confute ſolidly Schiſm and Here. 
ſe; and do what in us lies to put to ſilence the 
oe Hrorance of - fooliſh! and unreaſonable Men. For 
oY ve being in a peculiar manner God's Servants, . 
one rery much Diligence and Application is requt 
one red from us; and both the Names by which we 
are called in Holy Scripture, and the Delſcripti- 
for ons there made of us do imply, not only Dig: 


nity, . 
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nity, but alſo that there are peculiar Duties be. 
longing to our ſacred Function, and that there 
is ſpecial Buſineſs, Work and Labour, that we 
muſt be careful and induſtrious about: And the 


Tim. 3. Church being called God's Houſe or Family, and 
Tit. 1. 7. the Prieſts ſtyled the Stewards of it; this does ſup- 


poſe great Care, and Diligence, in doing the 
Offices of it; and when we are elſe-where called 


: Cor. g. God's Embaſſadours, how does this, though : 


20. Character of Reſpect, and Eſteem, require from 
all on whom it is fixt, utmoſt Application for 
maintaining their Maſter's Honour and Dignity, 
and great Faithfulneſs in negotiating his Buſineſs: 
and when by the ſame Apoſtle we are ſaid to l 


1 Cor. 3. 9. Labourers together with God; what leſs doth this 


import, but that we muſt execute all his Deſigns, 
and moſt ſtudiouſly advance his Kingdom and 
Intereſt in the Hearts and Lives of Men? 


And when we are, as in other Places called 


Shepherds, Watchmen, and God's Meſſengers, what 
leſs from the known Uſe of the Words is impli 
ed than Labour and Work, and ſuch as requires 
great Diligence and Fidelity ? that it is our con- 
ſtant Buſineſs ro inſtruct Men in the Ways of 
Truth? and by watching all Opportunities to re. 
claim them from Sin and Errour ? to feed them 

F with 
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de. wich the Word of God, which is the Bread of 


ere ¶ Life ? To obſerve their ways, and warn them of 
we their Dangers, and to declare unto them faithfully 
the God's Will ; how, and by what means they are to 


be ſaved ? And from that grave, pious, and moſt 
"PW weighty Charge given us by the Biſhop when 
we were ordained Prieſts, and never to be for- 
gotten by us, it is evident, as the ſenſe of our 
mag oa Church, that Labour and Induſtry belong 
to our Profeſſion; and that to che Work thereof 
we are to attend with great Application, 

So that we fee from many Obligations our in- 
diſpenſable Duty, who are God's ſpecial Servants 
ov! W nd Miniſters, to labour in his Work moſt faich- 
fully ; co expreſs great Zeal for promoting his 
Glory ; to exhort and convince Gain ſayers; and 
how, and in what manner we are to ſpoil and 
overcome all the Powers that are combined a- 
rainſt God and his Church. 

And in order to this moſt Excellent End, ſo 
worthy of us, let us as St. Paul adviſes, Take 
bred to our ſelves, that there be in us an holy Fear, 1 Tim. 4. 
and Reverence of God, and that this inward ” 
Frame and Diſpoſition of Mind, be alway ex- 
pels'd by a grave and ſober Behaviour; That 
we be ſincere and real in all that we proteſs and 
ky; and that we do things ſo worthy and be- 

coming 
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coming our Character, as to procure us a true 2 
Eſtecm, having what our Saviour recommend. fot 
ed to the Apoſtles when he ſent them out to N 
preach the Goſpel, both the Tanocency of the Dove, I the 
and the Wiſdom of the Serpent. For in the Age we 
now live in, where there are ſuch Enemies to 
our Church and Holy Faith ; it is not Integrity 
alone, without great Prudence, that will ſer us a 
bove Calumny, and Reproach. 

But when we ſpeak that which is good; and 
do that which. is honeſt, live as becomes our 
Profeſſion, doing the Duties of it, with great 
Wiſdom, Sedulity, and Diligence; then will che 2nd 
Contempt of the Scornful and Irreligious lin 


cor. a. 3. affect us; it being but a ſmall thing, as St. Paul ſay (ivf 


Theft g. We live and ſpeak not as pleaſing Men but God, u 


with us, to be judged of Man's Judgment, hen Del 
we can in Truth and Sincerity, appeal to God nd 
for our Fidelity; and whilſt the End of our L 
bours and Deſigns is God's Glory in the Salva 
on of the Souls under our Charge and Care, and 


ſhall be above the Cenſures of the Ignorant an on; 
Unworthy, and - deſpiſe all that the Vain or U goo! 
charitable can. ſay againſt us, ted 

We have all of us upon many Accounts grealff 60d 
reaſon to be zealous for the Welfare and Proſpe i and 
rity of our Church and Religion: And nothing Con 
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at any time ſhould diſcourage our Endeavours 
for its Honour and Service; nor, be our Enemies 
who they will, make us leſs couragious againſt all 
their Oppoſitions; But now, at this time, when, 
bleſſed be God! we have lo glorious and pious 


Head of our Church, and ſuch a Defender of 


the Faith; Her great Example cannot ſurely, but 
hugely animate us to the Duties and Services of 
r; and we cannot but hope whilſt we have ſuch 
an Ornament as well as Defender, ſuch an Ear- 
neſt and Pledge of God's Favour and Protecti- 


on, that he will more and more eſpouſe our Cauſe 


and Intereſts. 

And therefore that her moſt Excellent Majeſty 
xhom God long preſerve! ) may tothe Joy and 
Delight of her Soul, ſee true Religion in Power 


and Purity flouriſh in her Days, let us in our 


Places and Stations co operate with all her pious 
Deſigns and Endeavours, and through God's 
Help ſo live, as nothing that we ſhall ſay or do, 
may ever bring Diſhonour to our Holy Religi- 
0n; but on the contrary, that Men ſeeing our 
good Works, a moſt ſincere Piety, and unaffe- 
ted Devotion and Goodnels in us; may glorifie 
God, the Giver of every good and perfect Gift; 


and we thereby be ſet above the Scorn and 
Contempt of the Schiſmarical, Profane, and 


What 


Wicked. 
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Vip a8 remains? But that we -"devourly 
90 up unto God our Praiſes for all the Spiritu 
and Temporal Mercies we do enjoy; and wi 
them our humbleſt Supplications, that he wou 
alway bleſs this Church of England, with a pio 
and learned Clergy z which may bring Hono 
to him and their Sacred Function; and that 
would ſo enable and lanctifte us the preſent 
niſters thereof, that we may in all things wa 
worthy of our Holy Calling, to the Comſe 
of our own Souls, the Edification of his Chure 
and to the Glory of the Ever: bleſſed Trinity, 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons and o 
God; To whom be akrided as moſt due, 
Honour, Power, Might, Majeſty and Dominic 
boch now and for ever. Amen, 


